The study investigates the semantic prosodies and semantic framing of the Iraqi city of Kirkuk as depicted in the media. This research aims to supplement current critical research by investigating the issue of Kirkuk and the main reasons for its constant mayhem as presented in media discourse, which hitherto has never been investigated. Moreover, this study's synergy of semantic prosody and semantic framing is novel. The corpus consists of Eastern and Western news articles retrieved from 4 December 2012 to 23 December 2012. The results of the study indicated that Kirkuk is typically associated with negative prosodies that revolve around political unrest, military tension, and bomb attacks. The main reasons for this mayhem, as depicted in the media, are the city's most prominent features that is, its multi-ethnicity and oil wealth.
aspects of language. Hence, in order for researchers, such as Salama (2011) and Cotterill (2001) , to use semantic prosody in critical research, critical discourse analysis (CDA) has also to be utilised in order to analyse the linguistic output of the prosodies.
Semantic framing is a theory that bases its idea on the notion that concepts evoke certain semantic frames in the readers' mind that function as guidelines for the readers to understand that particular concept. This theoretical framework is preponderantly used in studies of a critical nature that investigates how discourse is used to instil predetermined frames in the receivers' thought. For instance, Harmond & Muenchen (2006) who investigated the semantic framing in the build up to the Iraq war in FOX, CNN and other U.S. broadcast news programs, and Vliegenthart & Schröder (2010) who conducted a cross-national comparison of newspaper discourse, focusing on the semantic frames used to depict the Iraq war.
The main reason for integrating the theories of semantic prosody and frame semantics is due to the fact that semantic prosody is typically used in non-critical and linguistically based studies while semantic framing is employed as a theory of critical analysis of discourse. Hence, as an alternative to CDA, semantic framing will be used to analyse the semantic prosodies which is a novel synergy. Consequently, the dynamics behind the study's framework is based on the notion that the theory of semantic framing will provide the critical analysis necessary for deciphering the linguistically empirical semantic profiles of the search term "Kirkuk" in the corpus.
Theoretical Framework
A combination of two models was employed to carry out the analysis of this study's corpus. The first model was the semantic prosody which was fundamental to acknowledge the semantic profiles of the diverse words that accompany the search term Kirkuk. The second model was semantic framing which was a crucial theoretical step to understand the resulted semantic prosodies of Kirkuk for the sake of grasping the media's outlook and attitude towards the ever-present mayhem in the city.
Semantic Prosody
The concept of semantic prosody revolves around the idea that words typically collocate with other words which influence its negative or positive understanding. Semantic prosody, according to Sinclair (2004, p. 34) , is "attitudinal, and on the pragmatic side of the semantics/pragmatics continuum". This, in turn, increases the range of word meaning realizations as the usual semantic value of words is not necessarily interrelated. However, semantic prosody illuminates the supposed way a word should be understood as it "expresses something close to the "function" of the item", thus, "it shows how the rest of the item is to be interpreted functionally. Without it, the string of words just "means"-it is not put to use in a viable communication" (Sinclair, 2004, p. 34) . For instance, the semantic prosody of "cause", as indicated by Stubbs (1994) , has overwhelmingly negative prosodies, as in the following instances of the word "cause" retrieved from the corpus of contemporary American English (COCA):
Filling these buffers would cause delay to increase, not yet become a widespread cause for concern.
to respond to congestion can cause complete starvation.
Oversized buffers fill and cause delay, destroying many uses of the Internet induced by buffer bloat may cause DNS lookup failure.
What is fundamental about semantic prosody is its constant reference to the use of corpus linguistics which is a computer-based method for analysing large bodies of textual data which cannot be handled manually (McEnery & Wilson, 2001) . Thus, via the use of substantial data base of real life language use that corpus linguistics typically employ, the negative or positive value of a particular word can be derived. Consequently, it is fundamental for this research to use corpus linguistics as it will indicate the semantic prosody that is interrelated to the city of Kirkuk as depicted in the media.
Semantic Framing
The way media discourse influences the public view has been a point of interest for a large body of research that endeavours to examine the diverse techniques media writers utilise to achieve this consequence. Semantic framing is one of the diverse envisaged theories that are dedicated to examine the basis of media's influence on the public's thought. The notion of framing is defined by Entman (2003) as a process of "selecting and highlighting some facets of events or issues, and making connections among them so as to promote a particular interpretation, evaluation, and/or solution" (5). Framing is one of the "central activities of contemporary, mediatized democracies in which the public can only meet itself through representation" (Coleman & Ross, 2010, p. 3) . Theoretically, according to Scheufele (1999) , framing is part and parcel of agenda setting which is based on the premise that media discourse does not impose ideas on the public; however, it directs the public's frame of thoughts to examine and reflect on certain matters (Harmon & Muenchen, 2009 ). However, Lakoff (2004) argues that "framing matters" because when facts and frames cannot be assimilated by discourse receptors, the frames are kept and the facts are discarded, as a result, "frames once entrenched are hard to dispel" (73). This notion is further supported by Macdonald (2003) who stresses the seriousness of framing via linking it to ideology which has a major part in raising supplementary abstract ways of thinking via discourse as it is more "emphatically driven by a will to power, or a desire to establish a particular frame of thinking as at least the most valid or even, in its more fanatical forms, as "the truth"" (28).
The theory of semantic framing is subdivided into two levels, macro and micro. The macro level framing describes the "modes of presentation that journalists and other communicators use to present information in a way that resonates with existing underlying schemas among their audience" (Scheufele & Tewksbury, 2007, p. 12) . A prominent example of this phenomenon is the way Iraq in 2002 and 2003 was depicted to the American public in Bush's discourse as a country with Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) and connections to Al Qaeda. The micro level framing examines "how people use information and presentation features regarding issues as they form impressions" (Scheufele & Tewksbury, 2007, p. 12) . Stemming from the last example, this level of framing fits well the way the American public reacted to Bush's discourse by dramatically increasing their support for the war as 87% of Americans believed that Iraq had WMD programme and 70% agreed that Iraq had direct connection to Al Qaeda (Kull et al., 2004) . For the purpose of this study, the macro level framing will be the focus of this study as the writer is endeavouring to illuminate the way Kirkuk is depicted in media discourse.
Methodology

The Corpus
The main data were retrieved from Google Archives, a site that provides up-to-date news articles from around the world media sources. The corpus consisted of 98 news articles that were retrieved from diverse Western and Eastern mass media, including CNSNEWS, NBCNEWS, Pakistan Today, Conservative Crusader, The Voice of Russia, Iraq Updates, Reuters, Al Bawaba, Jerusalem Post, Press TV, Voice of America, China Daily, AntiWar, France24, Al Arabiya, FIRSTPOST, and so on. The retrieved articles were within the period of the 4th of December 2012 to the 23rd of December 2012. Although the corpus comprised 43278 words, which is small for a corpus-based study, the data for this particular investigation is believed by the researchers to be sufficient for understanding the way Kirkuk is depicted in the media. Before the title of each and every article, the word "title" was added so that all the titles of the diverse articles can be retrieved with ease via the use of the language processing programme. The corpus of contemporary American English (COCA), which consists of 450 million words from diverse genres of discourse, was used in this research to confirm and authenticate the results of the study.
Corpus Analysis
The created corpus was analysed via the use of Anthony's (2011) AntConc (version 3.2.4w). Although semantic prosodies framework typically utilises the collocation method, which is a "co-occurrence relationship between two words" (McEnery & Hardie, 2012, p. 240) , this research used the concordance method, which is defined as a computer based methodology that provides the researcher with a "list of all the occurrences of a particular search term in a corpus, presented within the context that they occur in; usually a few words to the left and right of the search term" (Baker, 2006, p. 71) . The fundamental reason for employing concordance rather than collocation is based on the belief that concordance analysis can supplement all the other methodological tools that corpus linguistics offer (Baker et al., 2008) and its technique of showing search terms in their context is crucial for the researchers to provide an accurate interpretation of the results. Baker's (2006) step-by-step guide to concordance analysis was used in this research. The following are the main points that Baker (2006, p. 92) proposed which are most applicable to this research: 1) Build or obtain access to a corpus.
2) Decide on the research term (e.g. refugee)-bearing in mind that search terms can be expanded to include plurals (refugees), euphemisms (aliens), anaphors (them, they) and proper nouns of relevant individuals.
3) Obtain concordance of the search term(s). 4) Clean concordance e.g., by removing repetitions or other lines which are not relevant-for example, references that refer to aliens from space than aliens as refugees. 
Results and Discussion
This section of the article is subdivided into the analysis of the news headlines, to have a concrete understanding of the concordance lines, and the analysis of the search term Kirkuk via the use of the semantic profiles and the semantic frames that are interrelated with the search term Kirkuk.
The Major Headlines
To accurately decipher the retrieved data and to have a holistic understanding of the concordance lines, the researchers believe that examining the article's headlines is fundamental. Headlines, according to van Dijk (2006, p. 373) , are "typically used to express topics and to signal the most important information of a text" to attract reader's attention and also providing them with the gist of what the article is all about. Moreover, headlines, according to Tankard (2001) , are fundamental aspects of framing that media utilises in its discourse structure. Thus, the exploration of the major themes in the headings will create a concrete basis for the researchers' interpretation of the data. The following table represents a glimpse of the major articles headlines in the corpus. The major thematic pattern that can be derived from the above headings revolves around violence which dominates the news when it comes to reporting about the city of Kirkuk. This violence is subdivided into attacks in Kirkuk and the sinister threat of confrontation between the central government of Iraq and the Kurdistan region. Moreover, even when media reports are writing about the topics of oil and government, their reports are predominantly negative because oil is dubbed as one of the main reason for unrest and confrontation between Kurdistan and the Iraqi central government. Moreover, topics about the government portray notions of insecurity, and political instability. This will be further investigated subsequently.
Kirkuk's Portrayal
Kirkuk in the news headlines, as mentioned in the above section, is associated preponderantly with aspects of violence, oil issues, and political struggle. These properties will provide a background for the analysis of the following concordance lines of the search term Kirkuk. The highlighted words are indicator of the negative and positive semantic prosodies of the word Kirkuk.
Much like the subdivisions that titles have in the above section, Kirkuk is dichotomously depicted throughout the corpus of this study. The first and the most recurrent context that Kirkuk is related with is the context of aggression and trouble. This is depicted in the mentioning of explosions, military standoffs and the ubiquitous tension between the central government and Kurdistan for the sake of ruling Kirkuk. For instance, "another incident has occurred near Kirkuk underscoring how close a shooting war might be", "attacks struck yesterday, Sunday, December 16, the city of Kirkuk, causing nine deaths (including 2 children) and more", "attacks in Iraq, including in Baghdad and Kirkuk, on Sunday and Monday which left dozens dead", "attacks that occurred in Iraq's northern city of Kirkuk on Sunday night, killing at least 47". These instances about Kirkuk make up a substantial segment of news articles in this study's corpus.
The subject of Kirkuk's oil also constitutes a significant part of the corpus because oil is deemed a direct cause of the tension between Kurdistan and the central government of Iraq. This phenomenon is engendered when Kurdistan started exporting Kirkuk's oil without seeking permission from Iraq's central government. This is depicted in "Kurds are the dominant ethnicity, which would strengthen their claim to Kirkuk and its oil riches", Table 4 . Kirkuk's depiction as an oil-rich city last month sent troops to disputed areas in the oil-rich region. Kurdistan officials said they ave been targeted. Kirkuk and Jalula are in the oil-rich territories claimed by both the Araband Kirkuk in Iraq's north. Control over the oil-rich city is a matter of contention betwee iolence included a series of bomb blasts in the oil-rich province of Kirkuk. Located in north Iraqi Shi'ites killed at least six people in the oil-rich city of Kirkuk, home to a mix of eth central government of Iraq over the disputed oil-rich city of Kirkuk. In another area unde la. Kirkuk is part of the ethnically mixed and oil-rich area that Kurds want to incorporate i ys been rife here since the 2003 Iraq war. The oil-rich city has been the center of contentio om Kirkuk general hospital confirmed the toll.
Oil-rich and ethnically mixed Kirkuk is part rkomen who all have competing claims to the oil-rich area. Bombings targeting Shiite kuk on Sunday, killing at least six people. The oil-rich and ethnically mixed city has long green camouflage-clad troops near Kirkuk, an oil-rich city outside the Kurds' autonomous Turkomen. All have competing claims to the oil-rich area. The Kurds want to incorporate the ethnic groups has competing claims to the oil-rich area. The Kurds want to incorporate in parked cars exploded simultaneously in the oil-rich city of Kirkuk, the largest city in the rkomen, who all have competing claims to the oil-rich area. The attacks came a day after new military command, covering the disputed oil-rich province of Kirkuk. The future of green camouflage-clad troops near Kirkuk, an oil-rich city outside the Kurds' autonomous children and two men --and wounded 55.
Oil-rich and ethnically mixed Kirkuk is part 's attempt to take greater control of security in oil-rich territory around the city of Kirkuk, central government and the semi-autonomous oil-rich Kurdish state over a territorial disput on Both Kurds and Arabs claim ownership of oil-rich Kirkuk city where Kurdish forces iolence included a series of bomb blasts in the oil-rich province of Kirkuk. The attacks in Table 5 . Kirkuk's depiction as an ethnically-mixed city the overall dispute over the swath of ethnically mixed territory separating the Kurdish rul y fired on the helicopter north of the ethnically mixed city of Kirkuk to prevent surveillan is the second consecutive day in which ethnically mixed disputed areas in the north have A string of bombings hit Kirkuk, an ethnically mixed city at the heart of a dispute betwe hdad and autonomous Kurdistan. The ethnically mixed "Disputed Territories" -the swath people were killed in attacks in the ethnically mixed city of Kirkuk on Sunday, authoriti left the country a year ago. The ethnically mixed disputed territories are a swath o kuk and Jalula. Kirkuk is part of the ethnically mixed and oil-rich area that Kurds want confirmed the toll. Oil-rich and ethnically mixed Kirkuk is part of a swathe of territo 3 killed and 57 wounded. Oil-rich and ethnically mixed Kirkuk is part of a swathe of territo ns more in neighbourhoods across the ethnically mixed city, security and hospital sources at least six people. The oil-rich and ethnically mixed city has long been at the heart of a ns more in neighbourhoods across the ethnically mixed city, security and hospital sources 25 more in neighbourhoods across the ethnically mixed city, security and hospital sources confirmed the toll. Oil-rich and ethnically mixed Kirkuk is part of a swathe of territo hdad and autonomous Kurdistan. These results are depicted also in COCA whereby the most frequent modifier to the search term Kirkuk is the term "oil-rich". Interestingly, COCA also presents a dilemma in categorizing the city of Kirkuk because on one instance Kirkuk is perceived as "Iraqi-controlled" while in other instances it is "Kurdish-controlled". These instances are but an assertion of Kirkuk's struggle and its ambivalence of its own identity.
Furthermore, there are instances in the corpus whereby the Kurdish government is perceived in the media to be blaming Iraq's former president Saddam Hussein for Kirkuk's mayhem. For instance, "Iraq's former Sunni dictator Saddam Hussein "Arabised" Kirkuk by encouraging Arabs to move there in the 1980s' and "During Saddam Hussein's regime, thousands of the original inhabitants-mainly Kurds-were displaced and replaced by Arab families brought in from the south". The rationale behind these accusations is based on the notion that Saddam Hussein is accused to be the one that resulted in the vast exodus of Iraqi Arabs to Kirkuk, thus, hindering Kurdistan from taking control over the city. The motivation behind these instances, the researchers believe, is but another technique to highlight Kirkuk's conundrum as these instances imply Kurdistan Government's resentment of the Iraqi Arabs that perceived Kirkuk as their home for decades, ironically, by emphasizing that they are illegally displaced in Kirkuk by a former dictator even though Kirkuk is part and parcel of Iraq.
Despite the common sense that multi-ethnicity and wealth are two of the most important factors which constitute the building stones for every great city or country in the world, in Iraq it is rather contradictory. The notion of being oil-rich resulted in both the Kurdistan region and the central government to endeavour to take control of the city and reap the benefits from its substantial oil reserves. The multi-ethnicity aspect of Kirkuk, however, is an excuse for both sides to decide who should control the city, the central government insists that they should control the city because of the Iraqi Arabs' existence, but Kurdistan wants to take over the city because of the Kurds living in it and that the Arabs are only in Kirkuk because of Saddam Hussein's actions against the Kurdistan region.
According to Zethsen (2006, p. 284) , the semantic prosody of a given word "could be used as the basis for investigating our perception/the status of objects or concepts in a social or political context, either generally speaking or within specific discourses". Consequently, based on the corpus analysis results, Kirkuk is perceived in the media to be a tormented place as it is typically associated with words that carry a negative outlook on the city. The discourse of the media frequently correlates Kirkuk's disorder with its most important features, oil and multi-ethnicity. Therefore, the frame that reporters are endeavouring to incorporate in the reader's thought is the idea of a troubled country not only a city. This, the researchers believe, is resulted from that fact that for the last decade Iraq is distressed by violent political unrest and Kirkuk is a vivid manifestation of this disorder. Both the central government and the Iraq Kurdistan region want Kirkuk not because of their affection to the city itself but because of its oil reserves, thus, depicting a very cynical and avaricious viewpoint of both governments. Accentuating this pessimistic view is the media's stress on the fact that Kirkuk is a multi-ethnic city whereby Kurds and Iraqi Arabs live. Instead of taking the notion of being cosmopolitan positively, both governments are using this attribute as a technique to rule out each other's allegations of having the right to take over the city. Consequently, bomb attacks, military standoffs and the constant mayhem are the results of political unrest that Iraq is experiencing to this date.
Conclusion
Theoretically, the city of Kirkuk with its multicultural and multi-ethnic society that is blessed with tremendous wealth should be conceived as an exceptional place in Iraq where Kurds and Arabs, Christians and Muslims live together in an organization. The reality, however, is far from the theory, as Kirkuk is one of the most troubled cities in Iraq. This notion was evidently present in the negative semantic prosodies that Kirkuk is typically associated with, such as bombs, military tension between the central government and Kurdistan, and so on. Based on the corpus of the study, the main reason for this mayhem, ironically, is its wealth of oil and mixed-ethnicity which is deemed as a consequence of Saddam Hussein's actions. This finding is depicted throughout the corpus because even when the article is reporting a blast or an oil deal, the idea of being multi-ethnic and oil-rich persists. These results are also confirmed via the use of COCA that depicted the same negativity that is associated with Kirkuk if not more sinister outlook to the city. The main frame of thought that reporters are endeavouring to instil in the reader is the general view of a disturbed country as a whole and Kirkuk is a great example of this view as both the central government and Kurdistan want Kirkuk because of its oil wealth and the notion of being multi-ethnic is just an excuse for both sides to decide who should control the city. Therefore, Kirkuk is cursed by its substantial oil reserves and its multi-ethnic society rather than being blessed by them.
